TEMPLATE EMAILS FOR MEPS MEMBERS OF INTA AND AFET AHEAD OF THE VOTE ON THE ACAA PROTOCOL. 

For members of INTA

Dear …., 
The INTA committee will vote on the EU-Israel ACAA protocol beginning of May. At this occasion, we ask you to vote for a suspension of the assent procedure to this protocol until Israel complies with several fundamental international humanitarian law and human rights law standards.
The Treaty of the European Union refers to the obligation of the Union to “ensure consistency between the areas of its external action” (Article 21 TEU). The EU has firmly condemned Israel’s policies and practices that violate international law, as expressed in its 2009 Council Conclusions. The expansion of its trade relations must be coherent with its declarations. 

Article 2 of the EU-Israel Association Agreement states that the “Relations between the Parties, as well as all the provisions of the Agreement itself, shall be based on respect for human rights and democratic principles, which guides their internal and international policy and constitutes an essential element of this Agreement”. Moreover, in the context of the revision of the European Neighbourhood Policy in 2011 the Council and the European Parliament reaffirmed the principle according to which EU’s relations with Neighbouring countries is conditioned to respect for human rights. In this context, an assent to the ACAA Protocol would amount to the acceptance by the European Parliament of Israel’s violations of human rights in its own territory and violations of international human rights and humanitarian law in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT).  It would send the signal to Israel that it can expect its relations with the European Union to be further developed and intensified whilst still continuing its illegal policies inside Israel and inside the OPT. 
In 2008 the European Parliament withheld assent to the Protocol on the participation of Israel in Community Programs for similar reasons. I hope the same considerations will prevail over the vote on the ACAA protocol. 

Your sincerely, 

For members of AFET
Dear …., 

The AFET committee will vote an opinion on assent procedure to the EU-Israel ACAA protocol on the 24th of April. At this occasion, we ask you to recommend that the INTA committee suspends its vote until Israel complies with several fundamental international humanitarian law and human rights law standards
The Treaty of the European Union refers to the obligation of the Union to “ensure consistency between the areas of its external action” (Article 21 TEU). The EU has firmly condemned Israel’s policies and practices that violate international law, as expressed in its 2009 Council Conclusions. The expansion of its trade relations must be coherent with its declarations. 

Article 2 of the EU-Israel Association Agreement states that the “Relations between the Parties, as well as all the provisions of the Agreement itself, shall be based on respect for human rights and democratic principles, which guides their internal and international policy and constitutes an essential element of this Agreement”. Moreover, in the context of the revision of the European Neighbourhood Policy in 2011 the Council and the European Parliament reaffirmed the principle according to which EU’s relations with Neighbouring countries is conditioned to respect for human rights. In this context, an assent to the ACAA Protocol would amount to the acceptance by the European Parliament of Israel’s violations of human rights in its own territory and violations of international human rights and humanitarian law in the Occupied Palestinian Territory (OPT).  It would send the signal to Israel that it can expect its relations with the European Union to be further developed and intensified whilst still continuing its illegal policies inside Israel and inside the OPT. 
In 2008 the European Parliament withheld assent to the Protocol on the participation of Israel in Community Programs for similar reasons. I hope the same considerations will prevail for the vote on the ACAA protocol. 

Your sincerely, 

Your sincerely, 

